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Opening Acclamation.
Presider

The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light.
For to us a child is born
to us a Son is given.
His name will be called
Wonderful counsellor, mighty God,
the everlasting Father,
he Prince of Peace.

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People	And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen.
1 O come, all ye faithful,
		
joyful and triumphant,
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;
come, and behold him,
		
born the King of angels;
Refrain:
O come, let us adore him,
Christ the Lord.

The Collect
Presider
The Lord be with you.
People		And also with you.
Presider

Let us pray.
Father in heaven, who at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan proclaimed him your beloved Son and
anointed him with the Holy Spirit: Grant that all who are baptized into his Name may keep the covenant
they have made, and boldly confess him as Lord and Savior; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and
reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.

Liturgy of the Word
First Reading

Genesis 1:1-5

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless void and darkness covered
the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. Then God said, “Let there be light”;
and there was light. And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. God called
the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.
Reader 		
People 		

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 29

Afferte Domino
1 Ascribe to the LORD, you gods, *
ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.
2 Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his Name; *
worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness.
3 The voice of the LORD is upon the waters;
the God of glory thunders; *
the LORD is upon the mighty waters.
4 The voice of the LORD is a powerful voice; *
the voice of the LORD is a voice of splendor.
5 The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees; *
the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon;
6 He makes Lebanon skip like a calf, *
and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox.
7 The voice of the LORD splits the flames of fire;
the voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness; *
the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.
8 The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe *
and strips the forests bare.
9 And in the temple of the LORD *
all are crying, “Glory!”
10 The LORD sits enthroned above the flood; *
the LORD sits enthroned as King for evermore.
11 The LORD shall give strength to his people; *
the LORD shall give his people the blessing of peace.

Second Reading 			

	Acts 19:1-7

While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and came to Ephesus, where he found some
disciples. He said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you became believers?” They replied, “No, we have not
even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” Then he said, “Into what then were you baptized?” They answered, “Into John’s
baptism.” Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who was to
come after him, that is, in Jesus.” On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. When Paul had laid
his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied— altogether there were
about twelve of them
Reader
People

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.

The Gospel
Presider
People

Mark 1:4-11
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Mark
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And people
from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in
the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he
ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to
stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. And just as he was coming
up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. And a voice came from
heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”
		
People 		

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Homily
Renewal of Baptismal Vows 		
Presider
People
Presider
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

The Presider blesses the water.
		

Let us join together in the renewal of the solemn promises made at our baptism.

Presider
People

Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil and renew your commitment to Jesus Christ?
I do.

Presider
Do you believe in God the Father?
People: 	I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
Presider
People

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
	He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

Presider
People

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.

Presider
People

Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in the prayers?
I will, with God’s help.

Presider
People

Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord?
I will, with God’s help.

Presider
People

Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ?
	I will, with God’s help.

Presider
Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself?
People 	I will, with God’s help.
Presider
Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every human being?
People 	I will, with God’s help.
Presider

May Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given us a new birth by water and the Holy
Spirit, and bestowed upon us the forgiveness of sins, keep us in eternal life by his grace, in Christ Jesus our
Lord. Amen.

Prayers of the People
Intercessor

Let us pray to our incarnate God, who has brought us out of darkness and into God’s own marvelous light.

People

Christ born for us,
Son of God given for us:
help us to know you,
to worship and to serve you,
Lord, in your mercy
hear our prayer.

People

Wonderful counsellor,
you order all things with your wisdom:
help your Church, fill her with the Spirit of truth
that we may reveal the mystery of your love,
Lord, in your mercy
hear our prayer.

People

Mighty God,
the government is on your shoulders:
guide the leaders of the nations
and bring in your reign of justice, righteousness, and peace,
Lord, in your mercy
hear our prayer.

People

Everlasting father,
you call us to live together in unity:
protect all your children,
bless our families, and renew our communities,
Lord, in your mercy
hear our prayer.

People

Prince of peace,
you bring reconciliation through the cross:
touch with your healing power all who are in need especially those we name before you. Bring to them
your gift of wholeness and peace,
Lord, in your mercy
hear our prayer.

Presider

Hear the prayers of your people, O God. Open our hearts to behold the great light of your enduring love
that dawned upon the earth in the birth of your Son, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
People	Amen.

The Peace
Presider
The peace of Christ be always with you.
People 	And also with you.

The Offertory

Steve Wall

Even though we cannot physically gather together yet as we did before Covid-19, ministry continues to happen every
day at St Stephen’s. As you are able, please give generously to this ongoing ministry. We want to thank all of you who
have donated during this time of need. To Donate to St Stephen’s Church, please go to our Donations Page at
https://ststephens-seattle.org/donations/

The Great Thanksgiving
Presider
The Lord be with you.
People 	And also with you.
Presider
Lift up your hearts.
People
We lift them to the Lord.
Presider
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People 	It is right to give God thanks and praise.
We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant. From before time you
made ready the creation. Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought all things into being: sun, moon,
and stars; earth, winds, and waters; and every living thing. You made us in your image, and taught us to
walk in your ways. But we rebelled against you, and wandered far away; and yet, as a mother cares for her
children, you would not forget us. Time and again you called us to live in the fullness of your love. And so
this day we join with Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise that rings through eternity, lifting our voices
to magnify you as we say:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.
	Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
	Hosanna in the highest.
Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the power of sin and death and
to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary, your willing servant, that she might
conceive and bear a son, Jesus the holy child of God. Living among us, Jesus loved us. He broke bread with
outcasts and sinners, healed the sick, and proclaimed good news to the poor. He yearned to draw all the
world to himself yet we were heedless of his call to walk in love. Then, the time came for him to complete
upon the cross the sacrifice of his life, and to be glorified by you.
On the night before he died for us, Our Savior Jesus Christ took bread, and when he had given thanks to
you, he broke it, and gave it to his friends, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body which is given for you. Do
this for the remembrance of me.”
As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and
said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured out for you and for all
for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified and risen, who was
and is and is to come, we offer to you our gifts of bread and wine, and ourselves, a living sacrifice. Pour
out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ. Breathe your Spirit over the
whole earth and make us your new creation, the Body of Christ given for the world you have made. In the
fullness of time bring us, with all your saints, from every tribe and language and people and nation, to feast
at the banquet prepared from the foundation of the world. Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in
the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever.
People	Amen.
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come, your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
Music at Communion
Christ, when for us you were baptized
1 Christ, when for us you were baptized,
		
God’s Spirit on you came,
as peaceful as a dove and yet
		
as urgent as a flame.

The Hymnal 1982, #121
2 God called you his belovèd Son,
		
called you his servant true,
sent you his kingdom to proclaim,
		
his holy will to do.

Prayer after Communion
Presider
Let us pray.
People 	Father of all, we give you thanks and praise, that when we were still far off you met us in your Son and
brought us home. Dying and living, he declared your love, gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory.
May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life; we who drink his cup bring life to others; we whom
the Spirit lights give light to the world. Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us, so we and all
your children shall be free, and the whole earth live to praise your name; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Christmas Blessing
Presider

May Almighty God, who sent his Son to take our nature upon him, bless you in this holy season, scatter the
darkness of sin, and brighten your heart with the light of his holiness.
Peple	Amen.
Presider

May God, who sent his angels to proclaim the glad news of the Savior’s birth, fill you with joy, and make
you heralds of the Gospel.
People	Amen.
Presider

May God, who in the Word made flesh joined heaven to earth and earth to heaven, give you peace and
favor.
People	Amen.
Presider

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with
you for ever.
People	Amen.

The Dismissal
Presider
People

The Postlude

Go out in peace and joy to the world;
for Christ, the Savior, is born.
Thanks be to God!

