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Monty McGovern 
Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost - November 16, 2025 

 

Draw the Circle Wide, Growing in Faith 
 

 

 
 

[“Draw the Circle Wide,” Verse 1, Gordon Light, ]: Draw the circle wide, draw it wider still, 

let this be our song: no one stands alone standing side by side. Draw the circle wide. God the still 

point of the circle round whom all creation turns. Nothing lost, but held together in God’s 

gracious arms. 
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In the name of the Father, the Son, 

and Holy Ghost. Amen.  

 

By now, whenever you see me up 

here, you instinctively reach for 

your wallets. We are indeed in the 

season of stewardship, this time 

nearing its climax, as next Sunday 

is Ingathering Sunday. The theme 

of this year’s season is “Draw the 

circle wide, growing in faith”. What 

does this mean? All of us have 

many circles of people in our lives, 

each one connected to us by 

something we do or have in 

common. Each circle has people 

not connected to or possibly even 

aware of other circles of people 

around us. Our faith community 

provides one of the biggest of 

these circles, encompassing a large 

variety of people in all walks of life. 

By making this circle as wide as 

possible, we not only grow in our 

own faith but help build the faith 

of the whole community.  

 

The church is this community and 

not the building we worship in. In 

today’s Gospel lesson Jesus 

predicts the destruction of the 

Temple but proclaims that those 

who believe in him will survive all 

persecutions and gain their souls, 

thanks to the words and wisdom 

that he will provide. Moreover, 

Isaiah tells us that God’s power is 

sufficient not merely to restore and 

rebuild a temple, but even to build 

a new heaven and earth. The tiny 

initial circle of Jesus’s followers has 

grown wider than anyone could 

have imagined when it was first 

formed.  

 

If our community is the church, 

then faith is the foundation of that 

community. It is especially 

important to all of us in these 

times that are so troubled, both 

ethically and otherwise. We need to 

get beyond the distressing and 

bewildering things that are 

happening in the news every day 

and find both an anchor and 

sanctuary in our common core 

beliefs and values. Jennifer 

reminded us some weeks ago that 

even the tiniest amount of faith is 

enough to do whatever we set our 

minds to do. If we surrender to 

grace and are willing to be 

reshaped, then we will be reshaped 

in ways that will amaze us. If we 

work together as a faith 

community, there are no limits to 

what we can accomplish.  
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Our mission statement that “we 

seek to love and minister to our 

neighbors, each other, and our 

children” is being beautifully 

implemented by the Laurelhurst 

Early Learning Center, set to open 

its doors in January. In the 

meantime, the process of the last 

year and a half has culminated with 

Jennifer’s signing a letter of 

agreement to be our rector, much 

to the enthusiastic approval of 

everyone in the parish. After the 

departure of Marshell in February, 

John has stepped up admirably, 

using both his musical and 

ministerial talents to enrich our 

services in a multitude of ways. 

Our parish forums continue to 

engage and enlighten us in every 

aspect of our church life.  

 

As I did last year, I invite you again 

to open up your hearts and minds 

as well as your wallets, not only to 

keep the current good work going, 

but to start new projects that we 

cannot now imagine. We continue 

to touch the lives of so many 

people in ways we are not even 

aware of. Thank you for all of your 

support and God bless you all.  

Amen.   
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