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PISCOPAL CHURCH

January 2, 2026

Merry Christmas and New Year's
Blessings!

Greetings on the 9th day of Christmas -- I
hope you are still singing carols and noticing
the growing light each day. This Sunday, we
will observe the Feast of the Epiphany and
begin a new church season on January 6. Still,
as the theologian Dr. Howard Thurman
reminds us, the "work of Christmas" goes
on:

When the song of the angels is stilled,
When the star in the sky is gone,
When the kings and princes are home,
When the shepherds are back with their flock,
The work of Christmas begins:

To find the lost,
To heal the broken,
To feed the hungry,
To release the prisoner,
To rebuild the nations,
To bring peace among brothers,
To make music in the heart.

Sunday Hymns Preview #127 Earth has many a noble city
Click on the title to listen #128 We three kings
#118 Brightest and Best

#135 Songs of thankfulness and praise

&Rl 2N Sunday Forum: Community, Contemplation,
= and Action (CCA)

o"nt m'plution' January 11, 11:30 am in the Parish Hall

Weekly Contemplative Prayer and Community
Tuesdays, 10:00 am in the Parish Hall and

7:00 pm on Zoom

in Community .

Join your community and Elizabeth Clark-Stern to learn about a new weekly group
designed to deepen our connection to each other and to God, and create a confidential



https://youtu.be/gVDYdlsWPaY?si=Gcpqo44QD2Jz8_-a
https://youtu.be/5FJ_g2AG81c?si=H_JSaGMeA5_wPY7a
https://youtu.be/-p_QuZj1ZaE?si=ifZiqjtqYZSbUUMd
https://youtu.be/OErIffbv49w?si=PT5FcwEubVitsKGf

space for sharing our challenges, joys, and ideas about our calling. Inspired by the program
innovated by Richard Rohr, this Forum will offer a sampling of the weekly practices of CCA,
including some gentle Thai Chi and a 10 minute Centering Prayer. Beginning January 13, the
group will meet each Tuesday at 10:00 in the Parish Hall and 7:00 pm on Zoom.

Rescheduled: January 25 Bishop LaBelle Visitation
10:00 am

On Sunday, January 25, we will welcome Bishop Phil LaBelle
for his visitation and for the sacraments of confirmation,
reception, and reaffirmation of faith.

A festive brunch is planned for after church; Jennifer Gary is
looking for helpers to bring food. Please contact her at
jennifer_gary@comcast.net.

Annual Parish Meeting
Sunday, February 1, 11:30 am

We'll gather after church to celebrate the last year, to
elect new vestry members and delegates to convention,
and to give thanks for the lay leadership and ministries
of our parish. Please come and take your part in this
important event in the life of our parish!

Renewal of Ministry with the Welcoming of a New Rector
Wednesday, February 25, 6:30 pm, in the Nave

Mark your calendars for Wednesday, February 25 -- a very special
evening of celebration and blessing! Bishop Phil LaBelle will be
present at St. Stephen's as we renew the mutual ministry of all the
people in our community and institute Rev. Jennifer as the next rector
of the parish. The bishop will also bless our new preschool,
Laurelhurst Early Learning and give thanks for the leadership and
generosity of Cloud 9.

Community Bulletin Board

Wednesday, January 14: Our own Elizabeth Clark-Stern will read from her new novel, The
House in the Ebony Tree at Third Place Books in Lake Forest Park. Inspired by events in her
own life, the story follows the life-long friendship of a Black girl and a white girl who meet
in Mississippi in 1955. More details here.

Coming Up at St. Stephen’s

Sundays 10:00 am Holy Eucharist and Coffee Hour (Nave and Parish Hall)
Sundays 3:00 pm. Youth Group Food Program (Narthex)
Wednesdays 6:30 pm Men’s Bible Study (Parish Hall)



https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thirdplacebooks.com%2Fevent%2Felizabeth-clark-stern&data=05%7C02%7Crevjennifer%40ststephens-seattle.org%7C61c6d56b59a746252c5108de38e6965d%7C792bbf0f7a864ecb89599036735c2b64%7C0%7C0%7C639010760197842550%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=aDT0kj34nbur9h5VHSDe9tW5AQT95mP2AlHvDcYEtOY%3D&reserved=0

January 11 10:00 am Forum on Community, Contemplation, and Action (Parish Hall)
January 13 10:00 am Community, Contemplation and Action (Parish Hall)

January 13 7:00 pm Community, Contemplation and Action (Zoom link to come)
January 25 10:00 am Bishop Phil Labelle Visitation (Nave)

February 1 11:30 am Annual Parish Meeting (Parish Hall)

February 25 6:30 pm Renewal of Ministry with Welcoming of a New Rector (Nave)

The Rev. Jennifer King Daugherty, Rector
(206) 331-2364
RevJennifer@ststephens-seattle.org
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