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A Truer Story

Exodus 24:12-18; Psalm 99; 2 Peter 1:16-21; Matthew 17:1-9

Jesu Trunsﬁgumto (Salvador Dali, 1964)

[Matthew 17:1-9] Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother John and led
them up a high mountain, by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, and his face shone like
the sun, and his clothes became dazzling white. Suddenly there appeared to them Moses and Elijah,
talking with him. Then Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here; if you wish, I will make
three dwellings here, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” While he was still speaking,
suddenly a bright cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud a voice said, “This is my Son, the
Beloved; with him I am well pleased; listen to him!” When the disciples heard this, they fell to the
ground and were overcome by fear. But Jesus came and touched them, saying, “Get up and do not be
afraid.” And when they looked up, they saw no one except Jesus himself alone. As they were coming
down the mountain, Jesus ordered them, “Tell no one about the vision until after the Son of Man has
been raised from the dead.”
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complete transformation from one state
of being to another. But the
transfiguration is not Jesus becoming
something new, like a caterpillar
becoming a butterfly. It is revelation —

something hidden made visible.

It seems there are two things happening
here. The disciples have known Jesus in
his full humanity, the trusted teacher and
healer who travels, eats, and laughs with
them. But now Jesus reveals the fulness of
his divinity, his kinship to God, and
God’s power to draw wholeness and
holiness from partial humanity. He
shares his identity in an unexpected and

profound way.

It is staggering, but how much of it is
really new? Maybe Jesus has been shining
all along, and the change is in the
disciples. Their eyes are opened.
Something shifts in them. Maybe this is a
story of their transformation. Perhaps it is
both.

And like all stories of scripture, it’s not
just about what happened thousands of
years ago. I've been thinking this week
about this dynamic of revelation and
transformation. In those moments when
we share our full identity with another,
both are changed. A priest friend of mine

told me that she experienced this when

12 Corinthians 3:18.

her son came out as trans. When he
shared the fullness of his identity with
her, it wasn’t really new; it's how God had
known him all along. But now their
relationship held a deeper truth.

One of the places I've experienced it is
when I accompany people at the end of
life. There is something about owning
one’s mortality that strips away the
masks we wear and reveals the soul in its
tender beauty and abiding strength. It is
holy preparation for death, and it is also
an essential orientation for a life well
lived. And when we share that across
generations, each is changed. As St. Paul
wrote to the church in Corinth, “All of us,
with unveiled faces, see the glory of the
Lord as though reflected in a mirror,
[and] are being transformed into the same
image from one degree of glory to

another.”!

When have you seen the essential self of

another and been changed as a result?

But revelation is only half the story of the
Transfiguration. The other half is fear.
When the disciples hear the voice from
the cloud, they fall to the ground,
terrified. This is the day it gets real for
Peter, James, and John. They understand
who Jesus is, why he is resisted by

religious and political leaders, and what
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